Grade 7 Curriculum Map
Unit 1: The Choices We Make (Suggested Time: 7 weeks)
Reading
Goals: To analyze genres and their
organizational structures

a To examine the function of narrative

Embedded Assessments
1: Revising a Personal Narrative about
Choice

Goals: To apply techniques to create
coherence and sentence variety in writing

2: Creating an Illustrated Myth

To apply revision techniques in preparing
drafts for publication

elements

Genres: poetry, a novel excerpt, an
autobiography excerpt, a memoir excerpt, an
essay, myths, a fable, film clips
Key Texts: “The Road Not Taken,” “Choices,”
excerpts from Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes,
Dust Tracks in the Road, and Bad Boy, “Why
Couldn’t I Have Been Named Ashley?”
“Phaethon,” “Daedalus and Icarus,”
“Arachne,” Aesop’s “The Lion, the Fox, and
the Stag,” film clips from The Mighty, “Raven
and the Sources of Light”
Vocabulary
Academic: effect, effective, consequences,
coherence, internal coherence, external
coherence, theme, objective, subjective
Literary: genre, denotation, connotation,
stanza, narrative, sensory details, figurative
language, characterization, myth, plot,
symbol, symbolism, objective camera angle,
subjective camera angle

Writing and Research

Essential Questions

Focus Area: Narrative
Language and Writer’s Craft

How do authors use narrative elements
to create a story?
What are the elements of effective
revision?

Targeted Language Arts Florida Standards
LAFS.7.RL.1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.4, 2.6, 4.10;
LAFS.7.RI.1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.5, 2.6, 4.10;
LAFS.7.W.1.2, 1.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.7, 3.9, 4.10;
LAFS.7.SL.1.1, 1.2, 2.4, 2.5;
LAFS.7.L.1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6

Additional
Assessment
Opportunities

Goals: To apply techniques to create
coherence and sentence variety in writing
To apply revision techniques in preparing
drafts for publication
Focus Areas: verb tenses, coherence and
sentence variety, analogies, coordinate
adjectives, pronouns and antecedents
Speaking and Listening
Sharing and Responding in Writing Groups
Sharing and Discussing Textual Evidence
Collaborating to Analyze Text
Collaborating to Create a Poster

Narrative Writing Prompts: Activities 1.6, 1.7, 1.13,
Citing Textual Evidence: Activities 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.9, 1.11, 1.12, 1.13, 1.14, 1.18
Revision: Activities 1.8, 1.9, 1.10
Researching a Phenomenon and Creating a Poster: Activities 1.15, 1.17, 1.18
Reader/Writer Notebook and Key Ideas and Details Questions: ongoing
Unit Assessment: online

Grade 7 Curriculum Map
Unit 1 Pacing and Planning Guide
Dates
Add dates
and/or
instructional
weeks
based on
the district
calendar.

8/17/15
to
8/21/15

SpringBoard Activities
Add specific Unit 1 activity numbers
and assessments to correspond with
the designated dates of instruction.

Differentiation for Student
Needs
Add modification plans to extend learning
or strengthen support based on identified
student needs.

Note that the recommended number
of class periods for each activity can
be found in the “Planning the Unit”
section of the SpringBoard Teacher
Edition.

1.1 – Unit Overview and Unpack
Embedded Assessment 1.

District Expectations and
Opportunities for Additional Instruction
Add specific district expectations here (e.g., benchmark
assessments, required reading/writing tasks, crosscurricular projects or strategies, etc.)
You might consider including SpringBoard Writing
Workshops, Close Reading Workshops, or Literature
Circles. Allow 1-2 weeks for each one added.
Note that adding additional instruction is likely to require
strategic decisions about specific activities or units to
compress or omit.

Learning Strategies:
QHT, Discussion Groups,
Summarizing

Goals For Unit One:





To analyze genres and their organizational
structures
To examine the function of narrative elements
To apply techniques to create coherence and
sentence variety in writing
To apply revision techniques in preparing
drafts for publication

Essential Questions:
1. How do authors use narrative elements to
create a story?
2. What are the elements of effective revision?
1.2 – Exploring the concept of
choice.

1.3 – Choices and Consequences:
Paired Poetry
LAFS.7.RL.4.10 By the end of the
year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories,
dramas, and poems, in the grades
6-8 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as
needed at the high end of the range.

Learning Strategies:
Brainstorming, Paraphrasing
Learning Strategies: Activate prior
knowledge, Webbing, Marking the
Text, Close Reading, Brainstorming,
Drafting

Discuss idioms. Use “fork in the road” Muppet clip:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-mGXLgGqkY
Play “The Road Not Taken” from Poetry Out Loud
to model how to read a poem and fluency.
Introduce TP-CASTT strategy (possibly for
advanced)
Connotation/denotation overview with another
poem to practice.
Synonym and antonym word sort of choice and
consequence (for lower)
Formative Assessment:
1. Check students’ completed graphic organizers
to ensure that they are able to identify and
analyze connotative diction.
2. Also check that they are able to use the
information on the graphic organizer comparing
the two poems as textual evidence to discuss
how the speaker responds to a choice.
3. Finally, check that students can explain how
their own responses compare with the
speaker’s response to choice.

1.4 – Exploring the Personal
Narrative Staying Fat for
Sarah Byrnes (novel excerpt)
LAFS.7.W.2.4 Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.

Learning Strategies: Activate Prior
Knowledge, Meta-Cognitive Markers,
Note Taking, Graphic Organizers
Differentiation/RTI/ELL/ESE:
Possibly allow more time for
freewriting depending on student
need.

Review story elements. Discuss chunking text.
Formative Assessment: In looking at students’
written responses and listening to their collaborative
group discussions, check that they were able to
identify the incident, the response, and the reflection, as
this is the same outline they will be using in writing
Embedded Assessment 1.

LAFS.7.RL.1.1 Cite several pieces
of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.

Guide students through the process
in small groups or one-on-one.

Text Complexity
Overall: Accessible
Lexile: 1000
Qualitative: Low Difficulty
Task: Accessible (Understand)

Incorporate Grammar activities
to review parts of speech.
Differentiation/RTI/ELL/ESE:
Model and Support

Begin Grammar notebook. Set it up and begin with
the three basic parts of speech. Create foldables for
each part of speech.
8/24/15
to
8/28/15

1.5 – Analyzing Incident,
Response, Reflection
Read Hundred Bucks of Happy
to analyze transitions.
Use Ditching to analyze voice.
Both passage
LAFS.7.RI.2.5 Analyze the
structure an author uses to organize
a text, including how the major
sections contribute to the whole
and to the development of the
ideas.

Learning Strategies: Activate Prior
Knowledge, Graphic Organizers,
Metacognitive Markers, Revising,
Webbing, Drafting, Looping

Read Hundred Bucks of Happy
to analyze transitions.
Use Ditching to analyze voice.
Both passage

Differentiation/RTI/ESE/ELL:
Provide think aloud for text
structure for students who need it.
For advanced, extend into deeper
discussion of tone and find evidence
in text. Provide grammar instruction
on verb tenses.

Suggested optional text: “The Trouble With Being
Poor” an excerpt from “Incredibly True Diary of a
Part-Time Indian” (from Findley). Or use
“Ditching” from old book. Video clip of
Gollum/Smeagol argument:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLvIFRNbqOs

Formative Assessment: In responding to the Check

LAFS.7.RI.1.3 Analyze the
interactions between individuals,
events, and ideas in a text (e.g.,
how ideas influence individuals or
events, or how individuals
influence ideas or events).
LAFS.7.W.4.10 Write routinely
over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, and
revision) and shorter time frames (a
single sitting or a day or two) for a
range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.
Text Complexity
Overall: Accessible
Lexile: 880
Qualitative: Low Difficulty
Task: Accessible (Understand)
1.6 – Analyzing Language
LAFS.7.L.3.6 Acquire and use
accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domainspecific words and phrases; gather
vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or
expression.
LAFS.7.RI.1.1 Cite several pieces
of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
LAFS.7.W.1.3.a Engage and orient
the reader by establishing a context
and point of view and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; organize

1. Your Understanding question, students should be
able to discuss the use of dialogue, characterization,
point of view, and diction as they retell an incident,
describe their immediate emotional response to the
incident, and express the insight gained as a result of
the incident (reflection).
2. They should be able to add a childhood memory to
their “My Choices” web; ask them to make notes about
the incident, response, and reflection of their memory
on the web.

Learning Strategies: Shared
Reading, Marking the Text, Graphic
Organizer, Summarizing, Drafting
Differentiation/RTI/ESE/ELL:
To support, have students sketch
body parts to represent the senses in
details. Extend, have advanced write
their own ode.

Review figurative language/sensory details.
Possibly use “Oranges” by Gary Soto to help. “Ode
to Pablo’s Tennis Shoes”
Formative Assessment: Check students’ personal
narratives to verify that they were able to include each
“be sure to” statement. Remind students to self-assess
and self-revise based on these points.

an event sequence that unfolds
naturally and logically.
LAFS.7.RI.1.3 Analyze the
interactions between individuals,
events, and ideas in a text (e.g.,
how ideas influence individuals or
events, or how individuals
influence ideas or events).
Text Complexity
Overall: Complex
Lexile: 930
Qualitative: Low Difficulty
Task: Moderate (Analyze)
Learning Strategies: Marking the
Text, Writing Groups
1.7 – Timed Writing: Drafting
Personal Narrative
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to
discussions prepared, having read
or researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation
by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.
LAFS.7.W.2.5 With some
guidance and support from peers
and adults, develop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning,
revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on
how well purpose and audience
have been addressed.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.b Follow rules for
collegial discussions, track

Differentiation/RTI/ESE/ELL:
Groups, Individual support
Review steps in the writing process. Fishbowl
activity to demonstrate how writing group works.
Discuss writing group norms from 2.11 (p. 130)
today.
Review Transitions
Discuss analogies
Formative Assessment: Ask students to respond to
the Check Your Understanding questions.

progress toward specific goals and
deadlines, and define individual
roles as needed.
LAFS.7.W.1.3.a Engage and orient
the reader by establishing a context
and point of view and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; organize
an event sequence that unfolds
naturally and logically.
Continue to work on parts of
speech.
Incorporate editing techniques.

Grammar Notebook

8/31/15
to 9/4/15

1.8 – Once Upon a Time: Revising
the Beginning
LAFS.7.RI.2.5 Analyze the
structure an author uses to organize
a text, including how the major
sections contribute to the whole
and to the development of the
ideas.
LAFS.7.W.2.5 With some
guidance and support from peers
and adults, develop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning,
revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on
how well purpose and audience
have been addressed.

Learning Strategies: Summarizing,
Close Reading, Graphic Organizer,
Revisiting Prior Work
Differentiation/RTI/ESE/ELL:
Differentiate by doing think-pairshare or discussion groups to choose
types of hooks. Have students share
hooks from their own independent
reading.

Possible mentor sentences
Hook activity: Find books with good hooks. Copy
on notecard. Discuss what hooks are and read
examples. Have students write hooks. Take 3 and
introduce one from a book. Have students try to
guess which is professional.

Could be useful to replace pictures with “Ditching”
to reinforce writing a reflection, as students write
one in the character’s voice. Require sensory
details some other way. Maybe do one picture as a
class and one more as a group.
Formative Assessment: In looking at students’
revised openings, check that they were able to improve
the opening of their narratives by using one or more of
the hook strategies.

1.9 – Can You Sense It: Revising
the Middle

9/8/15 to
9/11/15

LAFS.7.W.2.5 With some
guidance and support from peers
and adults, develop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning,
revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on
how well purpose and audience
have been addressed.
LAFS.7.RI.1.1 Cite several pieces
of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
Text Complexity
Overall: Accessible
Lexile: 850
Qualitative: Low Difficulty
Task: Accessible (Understand)
1.10 – Tie it Together: Revising
the Ending
LAFS.7.W.1.3.e Provide a
conclusion that follows from and
reflects on the narrated experiences
or events.
LAFS.7.RI.2.5 Analyze the
structure an author uses to organize
a text, including how the major
sections contribute to the whole
and to the development of the
ideas.
LAFS.7.RI.1.2 Determine two or
more central ideas in a text and

Learning Strategies: Chunking, Text
Marking, Summarizing, Shared
Reading, Discussion Groups, Looping
Differentiation/RTI/ESE/ELL:
Could use a graphic organizer rather
than text marking (or with it) to
differentiate.

Learning Strategies: Marking the
Text, Shared Reading, Chunking,
Discussion Groups, Graphic
Organizers, Summarizing,
Paraphrasing, Adding
Differentiation/RTI/ESE/ELL:
Build in a collaborative element and a
speaking/listening opportunity by
adding a think-pair-share or a
discussion group.
If students struggle with creating a
reflective ending, have them select their
favorite ending from the texts reread in
this activity. Use the structure of the
ending as a mentor text. Also consider

Editing Strategies
Revisit Mentor Sentences
Formative Assessment:
In looking at students’ revised drafts, check that they
were able to add sensory details, figurative language,
and/or precise or connotative diction by looping. Did
they use coordinate adjectives correctly?

Formative Assessment:
In looking at students’ revised drafts, check that they
were able to reflect on the incident, tying together their
personal narrative with a reflective ending.

Summative Assessment: Write and Revise a
Personal Narrative about Choice.
Rubric: Page 42 in Springboard Textbook

analyze their development over the
course of the text; provide an
objective summary of the text.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to
discussions prepared, having read
or researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation
by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

co-constructing a reflective ending as a
small group or with the whole class.

EA 1 – Revising a Personal
Narrative about Choice

Continue working on parts of
speech.

9/14/15
to
9/18/15

1.11 – Previewing and unpack
EA2: Expanding Narrative
Writing (May take one more
day, depending on how much
plot has been covered prior.)
LAFS.7.L.3.6 Acquire and use
accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domainspecific words and phrases; gather
vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or
expression.

Go back and review the parts of
speech covered so far and give extra
support for those who need it.

Maybe move revision to the Illustrated Myths.
Could take longer, however. Another option is have
them work on it throughout so that rewriting is the
only thing left (or have writing group look over
what they had redone only).

Learning Strategies: QHT, Sharing
and Responding, Quickwrite, Note
Taking, Graphic Organizer,
Brainstorming

Learning Targets

Differentiation/RTI/ESE/ELL: If
needed, have students analyze a
short narrative as a review for story
elements.

As an extra assignment for Advanced
students, create a wanted poster of a
Greek god. This includes researching
the god and presenting to the class.





Identify the knowledge and skills needed to
complete Embedded Assessment 2
successfully, and reflect on prior learning that
supports the knowledge and skills needed.
Identify narrative elements and the purpose of
myths.

Introduce overview of gods from 1.14 here.
Discuss who they are and what their
roles/responsibilities are. Possibly do as group

May do with a partner or
independently. (See old Springboard
book.)

work. Possibly use the following video:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJCm8W5RZes
Have principal approve first? Or use Shmoop video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrMflWhYi3s
Formative Assessment: Check that students
understand the elements of plot structure.

1.12

– Phaethon

LAFS.7.RL.1.3 Analyze how
particular elements of a story or
drama interact (e.g., how setting
shapes the characters or plot).
LAFS.7.RL.1.1 Cite several pieces
of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
LAFS.7.RL.4.10 By the end of the
year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories,
dramas, and poems, in the grades
6-8 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as
needed at the high end of the range.

Learning Strategies: Previewing,
Predicting, Close Reading, Marking
Text, Questioning Text, Word
Mapping

Possibly remove writing prompt, or have Icarus
write a reflection on what he would have done
differently as an exit pass.

Differentiation/RTI/ESE/ELL:
think alouds for character
development and visuals of the
story.

Formative Assessment: Look for students’ ability to
identify the conventions of dialogue, the conflict, and
the elements of the plot and to respond to the
agree/disagree chart and writing prompt with textual
evidence.
(Consider having students respond on an index card so
that you can easily collect and assess.)

You could also ask students to explain
the plot element the art depicts.

Text Complexity
Overall: Accessible
Lexile: 700
Qualitative: Moderate Difficulty
Task: Moderate (Analyze)

1.13

– Daedalus and Icarus

Learning Strategies: Discussion
Groups, Visual Prompts, Drafting

LAFS.7.W.4.10 Write routinely
over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, and
revision) and shorter time frames (a
single sitting or a day or two) for a
range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.
LAFS.7.L.2.3.a Choose language
that expresses ideas precisely and
concisely, recognizing and
eliminating wordiness and
redundancy.
LAFS.7.RL.1.3 Analyze how
particular elements of a story or
drama interact (e.g., how setting
shapes the characters or plot).
LAFS.7.RL.1.1 Cite several pieces
of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
LAFS.7.RL.1.2 Determine a theme
or central idea of a text and analyze
its development over the course of
the text; provide an objective
summary of the text.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to
discussions prepared, having read
or researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation
by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.
LAFS.7.W.2.4 Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.

Differentiate/RTI/ESE/ELL:
Review plot structure by having
student plot story.
Encourage students to use words and
images in the plot diagram, not only to
support students who may struggle with
vocabulary, but also to support the
upcoming use of sketching as a
strategy.
Based on student need, consider using a
fishbowl, Socratic Seminar, or thinkpair-share to discuss the prompts.

Formative Assessment: In looking at students’
responses to the writing prompt, check that students
were able to address the “Be sure to” points listed.

LAFS.7.W.1.3.a Engage and orient
the reader by establishing a context
and point of view and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; organize
an event sequence that unfolds
naturally and logically.

Continue working on Parts of
Speech by adding adverbs.

9/21/15
to
9/25/15

1.14

– Arachne

LAFS.7.RL.1.3 Analyze how
particular elements of a story or
drama interact (e.g., how setting
shapes the characters or plot).
LAFS.7.W.3.7 Conduct short
research projects to answer a
question, drawing on several
sources and generating additional
related, focused questions for
further research and investigation.
LAFS.7.RL.1.2 Determine a theme
or central idea of a text and analyze
its development over the course of
the text; provide an objective
summary of the text.
LAFS.7.RL.4.10 By the end of the
year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories,
dramas, and poems, in the grades
6-8 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as
needed at the high end of the range.

Differentiation:
Provide instruction on dialogue
conventions for students who are still
struggling to punctuate dialogue

Learning Strategies: Graphic
Organizer, Visual Prompt, Discussion
Group, Drafting
Differentiation/RTI/ESE/ELL:
Use student responses to the QHT to
guide your vocabulary work throughout
the remainder of the unit. Continue to
focus on story elements, using students’
notes as a formative assessment. Spend
time as you move through the unit
focusing on the elements with which
students struggled. Pull small groups of
students who struggled with pronounantecedent agreement. Practice going
back in the text to identify the
antecedent. Model your thinking with
the group.

Add to grammar notebook.
Formative Assessment:
1. In looking at students’ written responses, check that
they were able to refine and reflect on their
understanding of the Academic Vocabulary, Literary
Terms, and Essential Questions for the unit.
2. Check students’ notes to see that they were able to
correctly identify the story elements. Check students’
graphic organizers to see if they were able to identify
the phenomenon, choices, and lesson.
3. In looking at students’ passages, check that students
were able to correctly identify each pronoun.

LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to
discussions prepared, having read
or researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation
by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

Text Complexity
Overall: Complex
Lexile: 1250
Qualitative: Low Difficulty
Task: Accessible (Understand)

1.15

– Symbolic Thinking

LAFS.7.RL.2.4 Determine the
meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of
rhymes and other repetitions of
sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a
specific verse or stanza of a poem
or section of a story or drama.
LAFS.7.SL.2.4 Present claims and
findings, emphasizing salient
points in a focused, coherent
manner with pertinent descriptions,
facts, details, and examples; use
appropriate eye contact, adequate
volume, and clear pronunciation.

Learning Strategies: Graphic
Organizers, Visual Prompt,
Discussion Groups, Brainstorming
Differentiate/RTI/ESE/ELL:
Consider having students work in teams
or pairs to create the poster to prepare
for partnering on Embedded
Assessment 2.
Consider having students add a caption
or write a paragraph to explain the
symbolism used in their poster.

Summative Assessment: In looking at students’
posters, check that they were able to find and include
appropriate information about the god and to include a
visual using symbolism.

LAFS.7.W.3.7 Conduct short
research projects to answer a
question, drawing on several
sources and generating additional
related, focused questions for
further research and investigation.

1.16 – Animals as Symbols:
Aesop’s Fables
LAFS.7.RL.2.4 Determine the
meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of
rhymes and other repetitions of
sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a
specific verse or stanza of a poem
or section of a story or drama.
LAFS.7.RL.1.1 Cite several pieces
of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
LAFS.7.W.3.9.a Apply grade 7
Reading standards to literature
(e.g.,Compare and contrast a
fictional portrayal of a time, place,
or character and a historical
account of the same period as a
means of understanding how
authors of fiction use or alter
history?).
Text Complexity
Overall: Accessible
Lexile: 990
Qualitative: Low Difficulty

Learning Strategies: Shared
Reading, Graphic Organizer, Think
Pair Share
Differentiation/RTI/ESE/ELL:
Students could contrast the roles of the
animals in the text. You could also put
students in groups based on the
characters analyzed.

Possibly use another fable like “The Grasshopper
and the Ant” to teach moral/lesson. Maybe show
video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkFh9cctIs (9 minutes)

Formative Assessment: In looking at students’
graphic organizers, check that they were able to
identify choices made by the character and to interpret
a moral lesson. Make sure students were able to justify
their choice of an animal as a symbol for a characteristic
of their original work.

Task: Accessible (Understand)

1.17 – Analyzing Visual
Techniques
LAFS.7.L.3.6 Acquire and use
accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domainspecific words and phrases; gather
vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or
expression.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to
discussions prepared, having read
or researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation
by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

9/28/15
to
10/2/15

1.18 – Creation Myths from
Around the Globe
LAFS.7.RL.1.1 Cite several pieces
of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
LAFS.7.L.3.6 Acquire and use
accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domainspecific words and phrases; gather

Learning Strategies: Sketching, Shared
Reading, Graphic Organizer, Think Pair
Share
Differentiation: Consider using graphic
novels to enhance students’
understanding of visual techniques.
There are many graphic novels
featuring mythology that could extend
students’ understanding of both visual
techniques and mythology.

The Mighty - Available on Netflix. Only play
opening scene. Check ahead to ensure it is still
available. (About 5:40). Show three times (once
just to watch, twice to see everything); plan on
pausing throughout. (Possibly remove or
reschedule to a different time; won’t affect 1.18 or
following.)
Other film clips can be substituted to analyze visual
techniques, just make sure the clip includes subjective
point of view, which is more uncommon. The shot with
Grim and Gram (from The Mighty) is a visual allusion to
Grant Wood’s American Gothic. Discuss the angle and
framing in the film.

Learning Strategies: Quickwrite,
Diffusing, Close Reading,
Paraphrasing, Visualizing, Drafting

(Due to time constraints, possibly omit 1.18 and
allow more time for writing the myth.)

Differentiation: Consider using

Formative Assessment: In looking at students’

different reading strategies based on
need. Students could read all texts
independently, you could conduct a
guided reading for more than one text,
or you could even pull together small
reading groups while other students
read individually or with a partner.

written responses, check that they were able to
compare and contrast the texts while providing textual
evidence.

vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or
expression.
LAFS.7.L.3.4.a Use context (e.g.,
the overall meaning of a sentence
or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to
the meaning of a word or phrase.
LAFS.7.RL.4.10 By the end of the
year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories,
dramas, and poems, in the grades
6-8 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as
needed at the high end of the range.
LAFS.7.RI.1.2 Determine two or
more central ideas in a text and
analyze their development over the
course of the text; provide an
objective summary of the text.
LAFS.7.W.2.4 Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.
LAFS.7.SL.2.4 Present claims and
findings, emphasizing salient
points in a focused, coherent
manner with pertinent descriptions,
facts, details, and examples; use
appropriate eye contact, adequate
volume, and clear pronunciation.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to
discussions prepared, having read
or researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation
by referring to evidence on the

Consider accessing creation stories
from students’ native countries. You
may give students extra practice with
visual techniques by asking them to
use their sketches to create an
illustration for one of the selections.
You may want students to create a
similar type of poster for depicting
their ideas for an original creation
story.
Differentiation: Provide
background knowledge of Raven
from mythology/trickster.

topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

EA2: Creating an Illustrated Myth

Differentiation: Partners, Extra
time if needed, Provide visual
examples to help provide a guide

LAFS.7.W.2.4 Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to
discussions prepared, having read
or researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation
by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.
LAFS.7.W.1.3.a Engage and orient
the reader by establishing a context
and point of view and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; organize
an event sequence that unfolds
naturally and logically.
LAFS.7.W.4.10 Write routinely
over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, and
revision) and shorter time frames (a
single sitting or a day or two) for a
range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.
10/5/15
to
10/8/15
(End of 1st
9 Weeks)

Rubric on page 84 of Springboard book.

EA2 continued
Unit recap/review to cover
anything that needs more
coverage.

Summative Assessment: Students will work with a
partner to create an original myth that explains a
belief, custom, or natural phenomenon through the
actions of gods or heroes. Be sure that the myth
teaches a lesson or a moral and includes illustrations
that complement the myth as it unfolds.

Possibly have students present to class.
Differentiation: This is an
opportunity to help students who
need more work in certain areas.

For students who don’t need extra support, can use
time for grammar, spelling, vocabulary, etc.

Test
Review

Grade 7 Curriculum Map
Unit 2: What Influences My Choices? (Suggested Time: 7 weeks)
Reading
Goals: To understand how our lives are
affected by media and advertising
To identify and analyze the use of appeals,
language, and rhetorical devices in
informational and argumentative texts
Genres: informational texts, online texts,
documentary film excerpts, news articles,
essays, speeches
Key Texts: “$211 Billion and So Much to
Buy—American Youths, the New Big
Spenders,” Facts About Marketing to
Children,” excerpts from the documentary
film Consuming Kids: The Commercialization
of Childhood, “Marketing to kids gets more
savvy with new technologies,” “America,
The Not-So-Beautiful, ” “Ain’t I a Woman?”

Embedded Assessments
1: Writing an Expository Essay and
Participating in a Collaborative
Discussion
2: Writing an Argumentative Essay

Writing and Research
Goals: To write an expository essay
To write an argumentative essay
Focus Areas: Expository and
Argumentation

Essential Questions
Language and Writer’s Craft
What role does advertising play in the
lives of youth?
What makes an effective argument?

Targeted Language Arts Florida Standards
LAFS.7.RI.1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.7, 3.8, 3.9, 4.10;
LAFS.7.W.1.2, 2.4, 2.5, 3.7, 3.8, 3.9, 4.10;
LAFS.7.SL.1.1, 1.2, 2.6;
LAFS.7.L.1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6

Focus Areas: revising for cohesion and
clarity, revising for precise language and
formal style, sentence variety, sentence
structure and transitions, using rhetorical
devices, phrases and clauses
Speaking and Listening
Goals: To engage in collaborative
discussions

Vocabulary
Academic: text features, hypothesize,
primary source, secondary source, search
term, credibility, inference, valid, norm,
consensus, claim, counterclaim
Literary: expository writing, documentary
film, claim, rhetoric

Additional
Assessment
Opportunities

Expository/Explanatory Writing Prompts: Activities 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 2.8, 2.9, 2.10
Argumentative Writing Prompts: Activities 2.14, 2.15, 2.16
Citing Textual Evidence: Activities 2.3, 2.6, 2.8, 2.9, 2.12, 2.13, 2.14, 2.15
Understanding Text Features: Activities 2.2, 2.3, 2.6, 2.7, 2.12, 2.14, 2.16
Evaluating Sources: Activity 2.3, 2.6, 2.13
Reader/Writer Notebook and Key Ideas and Details Questions: ongoing
Unit Assessment: online

Grade 7 Curriculum Map
Unit 2 Pacing and Planning Guide
Dates

SpringBoard Activities

Differentiation for
Student Needs

Add dates
and/or
instructional
weeks
based on
the district
calendar.

Add specific Unit 2 activity
numbers and assessments to
correspond with the designated
dates of instruction.

Add modification plans to extend
learning or strengthen support
based on identified student
needs.

10/12/15
to
10/16/15

District Expectations and
Opportunities for Additional Instruction
Add specific district expectations here (e.g., benchmark assessments,
required reading/writing tasks, cross-curricular projects or strategies,
etc.)
You might consider including SpringBoard Writing Workshops, Close
Reading Workshops, or Literature Circles. Allow 1-2 weeks for each one
added.

Note that the recommended
number of class periods for each
activity can be found in the
“Planning the Unit” section of
the SpringBoard Teacher
Edition.

Note that adding additional instruction is likely to require strategic
decisions about specific activities or units to compress or omit.

Begin novel study of The
Outsiders to tie in with
Narrative Elements (WMS)

Learning Targets


Preview the big ideas and vocabulary for the unit.



2.1 – Unpacking and
overview of EA1.

Learning Strategies: Think
Pair Share, Close Reading,
Marking the Text,
Paraphrasing, Brainstorming

Identify and analyze the skills and knowledge needed to
complete Embedded Assessment 1 successfully.

Essential

(Possible switch this unit up in order to cover argument writing
first. Do the second half of the unit then the section on
Differentiation: Possibly use advertising.)
think-aloud to continue to
*Writing Workshop 2 teaches Argumentative Writing. Article is
model.
“To Chew or Not to Chew.”
*There is a Writing Workshop 3 that teaches Expository Writing
you may want to use throughout to prepare for EA 1.
Administer District Practice Write (Possibly depending on
mandated dates).
Formative Assessment:
While looking at student paraphrasing, check that students were
able to:




2.2 – What is the Issue?
LAFS.7.RI.1.1 Cite several pieces
of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
LAFS.7.L.3.6 Acquire and use
accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domainspecific words and phrases; gather
vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or
expression.

Learning Strategies:
Skimming/Scanning, Text
Marking, Paraphrasing,
Brainstorming, Quickwrite

Differentiation: Use a think
aloud to model text marking.
Spend time helping students
understand words that may be
unfamiliar to them, such as

Identify the two parts of the assignment.
Identify “expository” as a focus skill.
Understand what advertising is.

Intro/hook video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4t3__3MA0 (girl identifying logos)
Formative Assessment:
Ensure that students are using textual evidence to support their
ideas as they discuss the text with their partner and as a class.
Possible Video Ideas:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v
=Zg7Gd4raWOM

LAFS.7.RI.2.5 Analyze the
structure an author uses to organize
a text, including how the major
sections contribute to the whole and
to the development of the ideas.
LAFS.7.W.4.10 Write routinely
over extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range
of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.
LAFS.7.RI.4.10 By the end of the
year, read and comprehend literary
nonfiction in the grades 6?8 text
complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high
end of the range.
LAFS.7.RI.1.2 Determine two or
more central ideas in a text and
analyze their development over the
course of the text; provide an
objective summary of the text.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.d Acknowledge
new information expressed by
others and, when warranted, modify
their own views.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to
discussions prepared, having read or
researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation
by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.
LAFS.7.SL.2.6 Adapt speech to a
variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or
appropriate.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.b Follow rules for
collegial discussions, track progress
toward specific goals and deadlines,
and define individual roles as
needed.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.c Pose questions
that elicit elaboration and respond

“passive” and “tween” (tweens
are 8-12 year olds).

to others questions and comments
with relevant observations and ideas
that bring the discussion back on
topic as needed.

Text Complexity
Overall: Complex
Lexile: 1330
Qualitative: Low Difficulty
Task: Accessible
(Understand)

2.3 – Analyzing
Informational Text
LAFS.7.RI.2.5 Analyze the
structure an author uses to organize
a text, including how the major
sections contribute to the whole and
to the development of the ideas.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to
discussions prepared, having read or
researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation
by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.
LAFS.7.W.3.7 Conduct short
research projects to answer a
question, drawing on several
sources and generating additional
related, focused questions for
further research and investigation.
LAFS.7.RI.1.1 Cite several pieces
of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
LAFS.7.RI.4.10 By the end of the
year, read and comprehend literary
nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text
complexity band proficiently, with

Learning Strategies:
Anticipation Guide,
Skimming/Scanning,
Marking the Text

Possible Videos: These show how commercials target children
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v
=xk_hkdGf1tc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v
=VodbRdPQWZw

Differentiation: You may

Formative Assessment:

want to co-construct a question
or two as a class to model the
process of writing research
questions. As students read
future texts, have them write
another question and add it to
the list. Students should keep
track of possible research
questions in their
Reader/Writer Notebooks to
use in later activities (2.7).

Check that students understand how research questions guide their
research. Look for open-ended questions relating to the text and to
students’ interests.

scaffolding as needed at the high
end of the range.
LAFS.7.RI.1.2 Determine two or
more central ideas in a text and
analyze their development over the
course of the text; provide an
objective summary of the text.

Text Complexity
Overall: Complex
Lexile: 1340
Qualitative: Moderate
Difficulty
Task: Accessible
(Understand)

10/19/15
to
10/23/15

2.4 – How Do They Do It?
Analyzing Ads
LAFS.7.W.1.2.a Introduce a topic
clearly, previewing what is to
follow; organize ideas, concepts,
and information, using strategies
such as definition, classification,
comparison/contrast, and cause/
effect; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., charts,
tables), and multimedia when useful
to aiding comprehension.
LAFS.7.RI.1.1 Cite several pieces
of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
LAFS.7.W.2.4 Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.

Learning Strategies:
Paraphrasing, Visualizing,
Graphic Organizer
Differentiation:
Consider showing a successful
student model of the writing
prompt response. You may have
students annotate their own
writing based on the criteria
and have them look at the
Embedded Assessment Scoring
Guide to help set writing goals.

PowerPoint on advertising. Could have students bring their own
ads or use various kinds from media.
Videos: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gpFrNNDIygo
(Proactive, Adam Levine) and
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gpxYiZU9U9A (pizza,
Blake Shelton)
Formative Assessment:

Check for understanding, especially for the use of supporting
details as evidence and for students’ use of effective transitions.

LAFS.7.L.3.6 Acquire and use
accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domainspecific words and phrases; gather
vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or
expression.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.b Develop the topic
with relevant facts, definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.c Use appropriate
transitions to create cohesion and
clarify the relationships among
ideas and concepts.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.d Use precise
language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or
explain the topic.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.a Introduce a topic
clearly, previewing what is to
follow; organize ideas, concepts,
and information, using strategies
such as definition, classification,
comparison/contrast, and cause/
effect; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., charts,
tables), and multimedia when useful
to aiding comprehension.
LAFS.7.W.2.5 With some guidance
and support from peers and adults,
develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on how well
purpose and audience have been
addressed.

2.5 – Advertising for All

LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to
discussions prepared, having read or
researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation
by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.a Introduce a topic
clearly, previewing what is to
follow; organize ideas, concepts,
and information, using strategies
such as definition, classification,
comparison/contrast, and cause/
effect; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., charts,
tables), and multimedia when useful
to aiding comprehension.
LAFS.7.W.4.10 Write routinely
over extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range
of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.b Develop the topic
with relevant facts, definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples.
LAFS.7.W.2.4 Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to
discussions prepared, having read or
researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation
by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.c Use appropriate
transitions to create cohesion and
clarify the relationships among
ideas and concepts.
LAFS.7.L.2.3.a Choose language
that expresses ideas precisely and

Learning Strategies: Webbing,
Discussion Groups,
Brainstorming

Differentiation: To extend
this activity, ask students to
count brands that they see in
school or by setting up a
scavenger hunt for particular
brands or items. The key point
is to have students recognize
the ways that brands might
influence their choices.
To help students further see the
influence of brands and
advertising, have them conduct
this survey with classmates or
with students outside of class.
Ask each student to survey at
least ten other students.
Explain that they should write
the brand names of products in
the appropriate column and
indicate the number of users
with tally marks. You might
need to demonstrate how to
keep a count with tally marks.
Writing:

To support students in
organizing their thoughts for
the writing prompt, have them
prewrite using a webbing
strategy. To extend, allow for
greater nuances of response by
altering the prompt to read “Do
celebrities influence consumer

Formative Assessment: Check that students were able to respond
to graphic organizers and short-answer responses in the activity
with both reasons and clear evidence (examples) from real life.
Look for specific examples rather than general comments with no
explanations. For instance, when students are asked to “explain,”
ensure that they are answering with three or more sentences.
In observing discussion groups, listen for students to support their
ideas with specific evidence, question and paraphrase each other,
and give appropriate eye contact and use appropriate volume.

concisely, recognizing and
eliminating wordiness and
redundancy.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.a Introduce a topic
clearly, previewing what is to
follow; organize ideas, concepts,
and information, using strategies
such as definition, classification,
comparison/contrast, and cause/
effect; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., charts,
tables), and multimedia when useful
to aiding comprehension.

10/26/14
to
10/30/14

2.6 – Evaluating Sources:
How Credible Are They?
LAFS.7.W.3.8 Gather relevant
information from multiple print and
digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility
and accuracy of each source; and
quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while
avoiding plagiarism and following a
standard format for citation.
LAFS.7.RI.1.1 Cite several pieces
of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
LAFS.7.L.3.6 Acquire and use
accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domainspecific words and phrases; gather
vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or
expression.
LAFS.7.RI.1.1 Cite several pieces
of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.

choices? Support or defend
your claim.”

Learning Strategies:
Predicting, Notetaking,
Graphic Organizer
Differentiation: You might
consider replicating the graphic
organizers for students to use
as support when they get to the
EAs.
Consider asking a student to
create a poster for the
classroom to summarize the
criteria. Display it or put the
criteria on the Word Wall so
students are reminded that this
is an important part of the
research process.

Find 2 Web sites ahead of time on consumerism and marketing
to youth (one credible and one not). Maybe make a poster with
criteria for credibility.
*Celebrities for Sale PDF in email
Video link to part 1:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlSKX8FtF3w
Formative Assessment:
Evaluate students’ responses to the writing prompt to ensure that
they are able to introduce a topic clearly; to include relevant details
and precise information for the topic; and to use formal, academic
language correctly. Also check for correct spelling and punctuation to
get students into the habit of self-editing for these conventions.

LAFS.7.RI.3.9 Analyze how two or
more authors writing about the
same topic shape their presentations
of key information by emphasizing
different evidence or advancing
different interpretations of facts.
LAFS.7.RI.3.8 Trace and evaluate
the argument and specific claims in
a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence
is relevant and sufficient to support
the claims.
LAFS.7.RI.2.6 Determine an
author’s point of view or purpose in
a text and analyze how the author
distinguishes his or her position
from that of others.
LAFS.7.L.2.3.a Choose language
that expresses ideas precisely and
concisely, recognizing and
eliminating wordiness and
redundancy.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.e Establish and
maintain a formal style.

Text Complexity
Overall: Complex
Lexile: 1330
Qualitative: Low Difficulty
Task: Moderate (Analyze)

2.7 – Gathering Evidence
from a Film: Part One
LAFS.7.W.3.8 Gather relevant
information from multiple print and
digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and
accuracy of each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of
others while avoiding plagiarism and
following a standard format for citation.

Learning Strategies: Graphic
Organizer, Note Taking, Double
Entry Journal, Discussion
Groups
Differentiation: Students will
have an opportunity in the next
activity to practice active
reading by making personal

Consuming Kids: A commercialization of Childhood (This is just a
trailer. Not the entire documentary.)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maeXjey_FGA&feature=player_d
etailpage
Formative Assessment:
1. Check students’ notes to review whether they were able to
record sufficient evidence from the film.
2. Monitor discussion groups to check for discussion of relevant
points.

LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to discussions
prepared, having read or researched
material under study; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence
on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.
LAFS.7.SL.1.2 Analyze the main ideas
and supporting details presented in
diverse media and formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) and
explain how the ideas clarify a topic,
text, or issue under study.
LAFS.7.W.3.7 Conduct short research
projects to answer a question, drawing
on several sources and generating
additional related, focused questions for
further research and investigation.

2.8 – Gathering Evidence
from a News Article
LAFS.7.RI.1.1 Cite several pieces
of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
LAFS.7.RI.3.9 Analyze how two or
more authors writing about the
same topic shape their presentations
of key information by emphasizing
different evidence or advancing
different interpretations of facts.
LAFS.7.RI.1.2 Determine two or
more central ideas in a text and
analyze their development over the
course of the text; provide an
objective summary of the text.
LAFS.7.RI.4.10 By the end of the
year, read and comprehend literary
nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text
complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high
end of the range.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to
discussions prepared, having read or
researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation

responses and supporting them
with textual evidence.

Learning Strategies:
Skimming/Scanning, Marking
The Text, Close Reading
Differentiation:
You may want to jigsaw the
reading and commentary by
chunking the text by section
and assigning a different
section to each group. After
students have read and
commented, regroup them so
that all chunks are represented
for discussion.

Formative Assessment:
1. In looking at students’ annotations (marking of the text),
check that they were able make a personal connection at least
four times throughout the text and link each to specific
evidence in the article.
2. Check that students answer the After Reading questions with
sufficient textual support from both texts.

by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.a Introduce a topic
clearly, previewing what is to
follow; organize ideas, concepts,
and information, using strategies
such as definition, classification,
comparison/contrast, and cause/
effect; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., charts,
tables), and multimedia when useful
to aiding comprehension.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.f Provide a
concluding statement or section that
follows from and supports the
information or explanation
presented.
LAFS.7.W.2.5 With some guidance
and support from peers and adults,
develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on how well
purpose and audience have been
addressed.

Text Complexity
Overall: Complex
Lexile: 1050
Qualitative: Moderate
Difficulty
Task: Accessible
(Understand)

11/2/15
to
11/6/15

2.9 – Gathering Evidence
from a Film: Part Two
LAFS.7.W.3.8 Gather relevant
information from multiple print and
digital sources, using search terms

Learning Strategies: Note
Taking, Webbing
Differentiation:

Formative Assessment:

effectively; assess the credibility
and accuracy of each source; and
quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while
avoiding plagiarism and following a
standard format for citation.
LAFS.7.W.3.7 Conduct short
research projects to answer a
question, drawing on several
sources and generating additional
related, focused questions for
further research and investigation.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.e Establish and
maintain a formal style.
LAFS.7.W.2.4 Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.d Use precise
language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or
explain the topic.
LAFS.7.L.2.3.a Choose language
that expresses ideas precisely and
concisely, recognizing and
eliminating wordiness and
redundancy.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.a Introduce a topic
clearly, previewing what is to
follow; organize ideas, concepts,
and information, using strategies
such as definition, classification,
comparison/contrast, and cause/
effect; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., charts,
tables), and multimedia when useful
to aiding comprehension.

2.10 – Bringing It All
Together

1. Construct a response
as a whole class to
model
2. Provide mini lessons or
small-group instruction
to guide successful
writing-prompt
responses. Focus on one
or two areas of need for
your students (e.g.,
revisit a mentor text for
organizational structure
and use of language).
You might also consider
co-constructing a class
response at this time.

1. In looking at students’ notes and peer responses, make sure
their written peer responses follow the appropriate norms
(e.g., questioning, probing, paraphrasing, etc.).
2. Check that students are able to apply the requirements of the
writing prompt.

Formative Assessment:

LAFS.7.W.1.2.f Provide a
concluding statement or
section that follows from and
supports the information or
explanation presented.
LAFS.7.W.2.5 With some
guidance and support from
peers and adults, develop and
strengthen writing as needed
by planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on how
well purpose and audience
have been addressed.
LAFS.7.W.4.10 Write
routinely over extended time
frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a
range of discipline-specific
tasks, purposes, and
audiences.
11/9/15
to
11/13/15
(off
11/11)

EA 1 – Writing an
Expository Essay and
Participating in a
Collaborative Discussion
LAFS.7.W.2.4 Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.d Acknowledge new
information expressed by others and,
when warranted, modify their own
views.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to discussions
prepared, having read or researched
material under study; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence

Learning Strategies:
Outlining, Brainstorming

Check that students are addressing all the “Be sure to’s” in the writing
prompt because all of these are needed for Embedded Assessment 1.

Differentiation: In looking at
students’ notes and peer
responses, make sure their
written peer responses follow
the appropriate norms (e.g.,
questioning, probing,
paraphrasing, etc.).
Check that students are able to
apply the requirements of the
writing prompt.
To support students, outline
the organization of an essay and
explain each section
(introduction; body paragraphs
with topic sentences, evidence,
and commentary; conclusion).

Learning Strategies:
Planning, Prewriting,
Drafting, Revising and
Editing, Discussions, Peer
Editing, Reflection

Differentiation:
Students should take time to
organize their work leading up
to Embedded Assessment 1,
including all the scaffolding

Formative Assessment:
One-on-one discussion with students about progress,
organization, and content
Summative Assessment:
To write an expository essay that explains the role of advertising in
the lives of youth and then to exchange ideas in a collaborative
discussion.
Rubric on Page 127 of Springboard book

on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.
LAFS.7.W.2.5 With some guidance and
support from peers and adults, develop
and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on how
well purpose and audience have been
addressed.
LAFS.7.W.3.9.b Apply grade 7
Reading standards to literary nonfiction
(e.g. ?Trace and evaluate the argument
and specific claims in a text, assessing
whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient to
support the claims?).
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.b Follow rules for
collegial discussions, track progress
toward specific goals and deadlines, and
define individual roles as needed.
LAFS.7.W.4.10 Write routinely over
extended time frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or
two) for a range of discipline-specific
tasks, purposes, and audiences.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.c Pose questions that
elicit elaboration and respond to others?
questions and comments with relevant
observations and ideas that bring the
discussion back on topic as needed.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.a Introduce a topic
clearly, previewing what is to follow;
organize ideas, concepts, and
information, using strategies such as
definition, classification,
comparison/contrast, and cause/ effect;
include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.b Develop the topic with
relevant facts, definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other information
and examples.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.f Provide a concluding
statement or section that follows from
and supports the information or
explanation presented.
LAFS.7.W.1.2.c Use appropriate
transitions to create cohesion and clarify

work they have done, and move
it to their Portfolio.

the relationships among ideas and
concepts.
LAFS.7.L.1.2.b Spell correctly.

11/16/15
to
11/20/15

Review/catch-up/grammar,
etc.
2.11 – Unpack EA2 and
overview of argumentative
writing
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to
discussions prepared, having
read or researched material
under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by
referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe
and reflect on ideas under
discussion.
LAFS.7.W.4.10 Write
routinely over extended time
frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a
range of discipline-specific
tasks, purposes, and
audiences.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.b Follow rules
for collegial discussions, track
progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define
individual roles as needed

2.12 – Which Claims to
Believe

Learning Strategies:
QHT, Graphic Organizer,
Summarizing, Marking the
Text, Note Taking, Drafting
Differentiation:
1. Consider narrowing the
choices of the class topic
before allowing your
class to choose, as
twenty choices may be
too many.
2. Check that students
understand the purpose
of writing group norms.
You may want to create
a classroom chart of
norms as a reminder for
students as they begin
working in writing
groups.

Learning Strategies:
Metacognitive Markers,

Learning Targets




Identify the knowledge and skills needed to complete
Embedded Assessment 2 successfully and reflect on prior
learning that supports the knowledge and skills needed.
Examine the essential components and organizational
structure of a successful essay of argumentation.

Refresh writing group norms; already covered in 1.7.
Formative Assessment:
Check students’ paraphrases to ensure that they understand how to
write a paraphrase.

LAFS.7.RI.3.8 Trace and evaluate
the argument and specific claims in
a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence
is relevant and sufficient to support
the claims.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to
discussions prepared, having read or
researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation
by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.
LAFS.7.RI.1.1 Cite several pieces
of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
LAFS.7.RI.4.10 By the end of the
year, read and comprehend literary
nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text
complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high
end of the range.
LAFS.7.RI.2.6 Determine an
author’s point of view or purpose in
a text and analyze how the author
distinguishes his or her position
from that of others.
LAFS.7.RI.2.4 Determine the
meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the
impact of a specific word choice on
meaning and tone.
LAFS.7.W.2.5 With some guidance
and support from peers and adults,
develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on how well
purpose and audience have been
addressed.

Predicting, Re-Reading,
Think Pair Share
Differentiate:
Students should be able to use
SOAPSTone independently in
the next activity. Consider
providing another practice
opportunity with the tool using
a familiar, short text (one they
have read before and/or one
from their science text or
history text).
If needed, revisit the definition
of a claim: The author’s
position is the claim. It
functions the same as a thesis
statement, identifying the
writer’s opinion or point of
view on a topic.

Formative Assessment:
1. Check to see how comfortable students are at using the
SOAPSTone strategy by asking individual students to share
their thinking about their graphic organizer responses. Look
for students who are confidently providing examples beyond
your think aloud to use as models.
2. In looking at student claims, ensure that they have both a
subject or topic and an opinion or claim.

Text Complexity
Overall: Complex
Lexile: 1070
Qualitative: Moderate
Difficulty
Task: Moderate (Analyze)

2.13 – Exploring and
Evaluating Reasons and
Evidence
LAFS.7.W.3.7 Conduct short research
projects to answer a question, drawing
on several sources and generating
additional related, focused questions for
further research and investigation.
LAFS.7.RI.3.8 Trace and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is
sound and the evidence is relevant and
sufficient to support the claims.
LAFS.7.RI.1.1 Cite several pieces of
textual evidence to support analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
LAFS.7.RI.4.10 By the end of the year,
read and comprehend literary nonfiction
in the grades 6-8 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed
at the high end of the range.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to discussions
prepared, having read or researched
material under study; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence
on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.
LAFS.7.RI.2.6 Determine an author’s
point of view or purpose in a text and
analyze how the author distinguishes his
or her position from that of others.
LAFS.7.W.3.7 Conduct short research
projects to answer a question, drawing
on several sources and generating
additional related, focused questions for
further research and investigation.

Learning Strategies:
Brainstorming,
Skimming/Scanning, Graphic
Organizer, Marking the Text,
Discussion Groups
Differentiate: Guided
reading for classes that need
the help.
1. To extend this activity, you
may want some students to
conduct research
independently and then share
their findings with the class.

2. Jigsaw more intentionally to
allow students to read and
analyze the same text using
SOAPSTone and to prepare
talking points together before
sharing in their discussion
groups.

Formative Assessment:
1. Check to see if students are able to comprehend and analyze
their text by looking at their marking of the text and
SOAPSTone analyses.
2. In looking at writing group paragraphs, check to see that
students are addressing each of the “Be sure to:” statements.

LAFS.7.W.1.1.c Use words, phrases,
and clauses to create cohesion and
clarify the relationships among claim(s),
reasons, and evidence.
LAFS.7.W.1.1.b Support claim(s) with
logical reasoning and relevant evidence,
using accurate, credible sources and
demonstrating an understanding of the
topic or text.
LAFS.7.L.1.1.a Explain the function of
phrases and clauses in general and their
function in specific sentences.
LAFS.7.W.1.1.a Introduce claim(s),
acknowledge alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and
evidence logically.

3. Limit the texts to three and
use one as guided practice
before independent reading
and analysis. You are
encouraged to also supply a
text of your choosing as an
option. You can find a good
source of student essays of
opinion at this link.

Text Complexity
Overall: Complex
Lexile: 1250
Qualitative: Moderate
Difficulty
Task: Challenging (Evaluate)

11/30/15
to
12/4/15

2.13 continued
2.14 – Just the Right
Rhetoric: Logical Appeals
LAFS.7.RI.1.1 Cite several pieces of
textual evidence to support analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
LAFS.7.RI.3.8 Trace and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is
sound and the evidence is relevant and
sufficient to support the claims.
LAFS.7.L.3.6 Acquire and use
accurately grade-appropriate general
academic and domain-specific words
and phrases; gather vocabulary
knowledge when considering a word or
phrase important to comprehension or
expression.
LAFS.7.RI.4.10 By the end of the year,
read and comprehend literary nonfiction
in the grades 6-8 text complexity band

Learning Strategies: Close
Reading, Marking the Text
Paraphrasing, Note Taking

Sojourner Truth speech:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XilHJc9IZvE and Clinton
speech
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/hillaryclintonbeij
ingspeech.htm

Have them read one speech
first and then listen to
compare and discuss
different impacts.

Formative Assessment:

Differentiation:
Advanced do debate as
Philosophical Chairs.

In looking at revised body paragraphs, check to see that students
understand and are able to use rhetorical appeals.

proficiently, with scaffolding as needed
at the high end of the range.
LAFS.7.RI.2.6 Determine an author’s
point of view or purpose in a text and
analyze how the author distinguishes his
or her position from that of others.
LAFS.7.RI.3.9 Analyze how two or
more authors writing about the same
topic shape their presentations of key
information by emphasizing different
evidence or advancing different
interpretations of facts.
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to discussions
prepared, having read or researched
material under study; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence
on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.
LAFS.7.W.2.5 With some guidance and
support from peers and adults, develop
and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on how
well purpose and audience have been
addressed.

Text Complexity
Overall: Complex
Lexile: 750
Qualitative: Moderate
Difficulty
Task: Challenging (Evaluate)
Text Complexity
Overall: Very Complex
Lexile: 1240
Qualitative: Moderate
Difficulty
Task: Challenging (Evaluate)

2.15 – Differing Opinions:
Acknowledging Opposing
Claims

Learning Strategies:
Quickwrite, Marking the
Text, Skimming/Scanning,

Formative Assessment:

LAFS.7.SL.2.4 Present claims and
findings, emphasizing salient points
in a focused, coherent manner with
pertinent descriptions, facts, details,
and examples; use appropriate eye
contact, adequate volume, and clear
pronunciation.
LAFS.7.RI.4.10 By the end of the
year, read and comprehend literary
nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text
complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high
end of the range.
LAFS.7.RI.3.9 Analyze how two or
more authors writing about the
same topic shape their presentations
of key information by emphasizing
different evidence or advancing
different interpretations of facts.
LAFS.7.W.4.10 Write routinely
over extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range
of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.
LAFS.7.RI.3.8 Trace and evaluate
the argument and specific claims in
a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence
is relevant and sufficient to support
the claims.
LAFS.7.SL.2.4 Present claims and
findings, emphasizing salient points
in a focused, coherent manner with
pertinent descriptions, facts, details,
and examples; use appropriate eye
contact, adequate volume, and clear
pronunciation.
LAFS.7.SL.2.6 Adapt speech to a
variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or
appropriate.

Metacognitive Markers,
Graphic Organizer, Debate
Differentiation:
You may want to conduct a
quick think-aloud with a
student volunteer or a fishbowl
before allowing all students to
practice.

Check to see that students are actively reading the text by marking
as they read. Also, check to ensure comprehension of claim and
reasons/evidence by looking to see that students are able to take
adequate notes in the graphic organizer and are able to formulate
personal opinions.
Also check to see that students are able to articulate their own
claim, reasons, evidence, and appeals used for their assigned side of
the debate. Look at students’ graphic organizers, and during the
debate, listen for a firm, well-supported position that employs
appeals and uses concession and rebuttal.

LAFS.7.W.2.5 With some guidance
and support from peers and adults,
develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on how well
purpose and audience have been
addressed.
LAFS.7.W.3.9.b Apply grade 7
Reading standards to literary
nonfiction (e.g. Trace and evaluate
the argument and specific claims in
a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence
is relevant and sufficient to support
the claims?).

12/7/15
to
12/11/15

2.15 continued
2.16 - To Introduce and
Conclude
LAFS.7.RI.2.5 Analyze the
structure an author uses to
organize a text, including how
the major sections contribute
to the whole and to the
development of the ideas.

Review writing parts of
essay. Discuss credible
sources and differences
between expository and
argumentative.
EA2 – Writing an
Argumentative Essay
(whole week)

Learning Strategies:
Note taking, Chunking the
Text, Close Reading, Marking
the Text

Formative Assessment: Check to see that students are able to
identify the components of an introduction and conclusion both while
reading the model text and in their own writing.

Differentiation:
To extend this activity, you
may want students to write out
the entire introduction and
conclusion. Consider having
them do that as homework. Or,
ask groups to share their
outlines and co-construct the
full introduction and conclusion
as a class, using think-aloud.

Differentiation: One-on-One Rubric on Page 162 of Springboard
discussion and support

LAFS.7.W.4.10 Write routinely
over extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range
of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.
LAFS.7.W.2.5 With some guidance
and support from peers and adults,
develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on how well
purpose and audience have been
addressed.
LAFS.7.W.3.7 Conduct short
research projects to answer a
question, drawing on several
sources and generating additional
related, focused questions for
further research and investigation.
LAFS.7.W.3.8 Gather relevant
information from multiple print and
digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility
and accuracy of each source; and
quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while
avoiding plagiarism and following a
standard format for citation.
LAFS.7.W.2.4 Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.
LAFS.7.W.3.9.b Apply grade 7
Reading standards to literary
nonfiction (e.g. Trace and evaluate
the argument and specific claims in
a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence
is relevant and sufficient to support
the claims?).
LAFS.7.SL.1.1.a Come to
discussions prepared, having read or
researched material under study;

explicitly draw on that preparation
by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.
LAFS.7.W.1.1.c Use words,
phrases, and clauses to create
cohesion and clarify the
relationships among claim(s),
reasons, and evidence.
LAFS.7.W.1.1.b Support claim(s)
with logical reasoning and relevant
evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an
understanding of the topic or text.
LAFS.7.W.1.1.d Establish and
maintain a formal style.
LAFS.7.W.1.1.e Provide a
concluding statement or section that
follows from and supports the
argument presented.
LAFS.7.W.1.1.a Introduce
claim(s), acknowledge alternate or
opposing claims, and organize the
reasons and evidence logically.

12/14/15
to
12/18/15

Review for possible
semester exam and give
exam.

Grade 7 Curriculum Map
Unit 3: Choices and Consequences (Suggested Time: 6 weeks)
Reading

Embedded Assessments

Writing and Research

Goals: To use textual evidence to support
analysis and inferences

1: Writing a Literary Analysis Essay

Goals: To write a literary analysis essay

2: Creating a Biographical Presentation

To create and present a biographical
research project

a To evaluate, analyze, and synthesize a
variety of informational texts

Genres: a novel, film clips, a news article,
poetry, biography and autobiography
excerpts, nonfiction text, speeches
Key Texts: Tangerine, “A stunning tale of
escape traps its hero in replay” “To an
Athlete Dying Young,” film clips from Sandlot
and Invictus, Nobel Peace Prize Biography of
Nelson Mandela, excerpt from A Long Walk
to Freedom, “Invictus,” excerpts from Playing
the Enemy: Nelson Mandela and the Game
that Made a Nation, Nelson Mandela’s Nobel
Prize Acceptance Speech, Speeches by Great
Leaders

Essential Questions
What is the relationship between
choices and consequences?
What makes a great leader?

Targeted Language Arts Florida Standards
LAFS.7.RL.1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.4, 2.6, 4.10;
LAFS.7.RI.1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.5, 2.6, 3.7, 3.9, 4.10;
LAFS.7.W.1.2, 1.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.7, 3.8, 4.9, 4.10;
LAFS.7.SL.1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.4, 2.5;
LAFS.7.L.1.1, 1.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6

Vocabulary
Academic: prediction, inference
Literary: imagery, motif, setting, flashback,
foreshadowing, point of view

Grade 7 Curriculum Map
Unit 3 Pacing and Planning Guide

Additional
Assessment
Opportunities

Focus Areas: Literary analysis; multimedia
research presentation
Language and Writer’s Craft
Focus Areas: subordinate clauses,
coordinating conjunctions, active and
passive voice, adjectival and prepositional
phrases, correcting dangling and misplaced
modifiers
Speaking and Listening
Sharing and Responding in Writing Groups
Sharing and Discussing Textual Evidence
Collaborating for Discussions
Collaborating for Research
Collaborating to Present Information
Collaborating to Create Visuals
Viewing Diverse Media

Expository/Explanatory Writing Prompts: Activities 3.4, 3.6, 3.8, 3.9, 3.10, 3.11, 3.12
Citing Textual Evidence: Activities 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.8, 3.9, 3.10, 3.11, 3.12, 3.13, 3.17, 3.19, 3.20
Book Cover Design: Activity 3.14
Reader/Writer Notebook and Key Ideas and Details Questions: ongoing
Unit Assessment: online

Dates
Add dates
and/or
instructional
weeks
based on
the district
calendar.

1/19/15
to
1/23/15
(19
holiday)

SpringBoard Activities
Add specific Unit 3 activity numbers
and assessments to correspond with
the designated dates of instruction.

Differentiation for Student
Needs
Add modification plans to extend
learning or strengthen support based on
identified student needs.

District Expectations and
Opportunities for Additional Instruction
Add specific district expectations here (e.g., benchmark
assessments, required reading/writing tasks, crosscurricular projects or strategies, etc.)

Note that the recommended number of
class periods for each activity can be
found in the “Planning the Unit”
section of the SpringBoard Teacher
Edition.

You might consider including SpringBoard Writing
Workshops, Close Reading Workshops, or Literature Circles.
Allow 1-2 weeks for each one added.

3.1 – Preview and Unpack Unit 3
EA 1 (1/20)

Possibly use the following student-created book
trailer as a hook:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-czj-TCrvvE

3.2 – Peeling a Tangerine (1/21)

Provide tangerines as an object lesson for sensory
details (one per group).

Note that adding additional instruction is likely to require
strategic decisions about specific activities or units to
compress or omit.

3.3 – Reading the Novel Tangerine Possibly model the use of a double- *Consider separating reading activities from writing
(1/22)
entry journal for students who
activities throughout. Could do two separate parts
need help.
of the instruction.

3.4 – There’s a New Kid in Town
(1/23)

1/26/15
to
1/30/15

3.5 – Another Kid, Another Town
(1/26-1/27)
3.6 – Oh, Brother! (1/28-1/29)

*As you are reading, track choices
and consequences on chart
paper/bulletin board for student
reference.
Differentiate: Help create a
paragraph as a class for extra
support.

Possibly delete the map activity from this lesson for
time. Consider analytical paragraph. This activity
may take more than one day with this.
Need Sandlot clip (up to 10 minutes).

Have colored pencils ready to color-code parts of
paragraph.

3.7 – September 11 Perspectives
(1/30)

2/2/15 to
2/6/15

2/9/15 to
2/13/15
(13 early
release)

Advanced extension: note on 186,
have them do various news roles
to dig deeper.

3.7 Continued (2/2)
3.8 – SIFTing Through Tangerine
(2/3 to 2/4)
3.9 – Same Sport, Different School
(2/5 to 2/6)
3.10 – A Good Sport (2/9-2/10)

Differentiation: Could have
students write with a partner for
activity.

Differentiation: Conduct a shared
reading and fill out chart together.

3.11 – Seeing is Believing (2/112/12)
2/16/15
to
2/20/15
(16 out)

2/23/15
to
2/27/15

*Consider using article as bellringer (have students
read and identify who, what, where, when, why,
how).

Hook: Kicking and Screaming:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpxPstb2DAU
No crying in baseball:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cx2Sps9aMcY
Check your understanding as writing.
Hook for blindness:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pr4-aN4WYW4
(Be careful with visually impaired student this year)

3.12 – Conflicts and Consequences Differentiate: Provide examples of
(2/17)
types of conflicts before asking
them to do it.
3.13 – Mourning and Night (2/182/19)

Differentiate: Think aloud and
mark first stanza to demonstrate
for students.

Song “If I Die Young”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aw8W6hYGZ0E
(Print off lyrics for students). To extend for
Advanced, offer this poem:
http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/lady-shalott

3.14 – The Final Score (2/20)

Differentiate: Do one class outline
for a character using guided
writing.
Differentiation: Provide extra
support and examples for students
who need help in writing a literary
analysis essay.

Cut out “redesigning the book cover” for time.

EA 1 – Writing a Literary Analysis
Essay (whole week)

3/2/15 to
3/6/15

3.15 – Preview and unpack EA2
Differentiation: May need to
and Analyzing Words That Inspire provide pictures and brief
(3/2)
backgrounds of speakers of
quotations.
Need film of Invictus for this activity.

3.16 – Nelson Mandela in
Hollywood (3/3-3/4)

3/9/15 to
3/13/15

3/16/15
to
3/19/15
(19 early
release)

3.17 – A Long Walk to Peace (3/53/6)
3.18 – Planning for Research and
Citing Sources (3/9-3/10)

Differentiation: Read aloud.
Differentiation: Have students
work in partners or small groups.

3.19 – Visual Impact (3/11-3/12)

For time sake and differentiation, have timeline
created as a class on the board. Use index cards and
have student summarize and place.

3.20 – Comparing Text and Film
(3/13)
3.20 continued (3/16-3/17)

Have students mark the two perspectives in the text

3.21 – Follow the Leader (3/183/19)

Grade 7 Curriculum Map

Unit 4: How We Choose to Act (Suggested Time: 8 weeks)
Reading
Goals: To increase textual analysis skills
across genres
Genres: poetry, monologues, informational
text, drama, film
Key Texts: “Stopping By Woods on a Snowy
Evening,” “Mother to Son,” “It Happened in
Montgomery,” clip from “Jerry Seinfeld: I’m
Telling You for the Last Time,” “The Raven,”
“Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf,”
“Casey at the Bat,” “Outlaws and
Highwaymen,” “The Highwayman,” “We
Wear the Mask,” excerpts from Twelfth
Night, both drama and film

Vocabulary

Embedded Assessments
1: Creating and Presenting a
Monologue

Focus Areas: Narrative and Creative
Writing

2: Performing a Shakespearean
Dialogue
Essential Questions
How do writers and speakers use
language for effect?
How do performers communicate
meaning to an audience?

Language and Writer’s Craft
Focus Areas: varying syntax for effect,
correcting dangling and misplaced
modifiers

Speaking and Listening
Targeted Language Arts Florida Standards
LAFS.7.RL.1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.7, 3.9, 4.10;
LAFS.7.RI.1.2, 3.4, 4.10;
LAFS.7.W.1.2, 1.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.9, 4.10;
LAFS.7.SL.1.1, 1.2, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6;
LAFS.7.L.1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6

Goals: To strengthen verbal and nonverbal
communication skills
To improve oral fluency and presentation
skills
To collaborate on a Shakespearean
performance

Academic: precise, structure, modify,
romantic, realistic, improvise, diagram
Literary: persona, oral interpretation, rhyme,
alliteration, assonance, consonance,
monologue, pantomime, syntax, poetic
devices, internal rhyme, parody, vocal
delivery, visual delivery, dialogue, stage
directions

Writing and Research

Additional
Assessment
Opportunities

Analytical Writing Prompts: Activities 4.2, 4.5
Expository Writing Prompt: Activity 4.14
Creative Writing Prompts: Activities 4.3, 4.6, 4.8
Citing Textual Evidence: Activities 4.2, 4.4, 4.6, 4.8, 4.10, 4.11, 4.12, 4.13, 4.14, 4.15, 4.16, 4.17
Creating Visuals: Activities 4.10, 4.11
Performance/Presentation: Activities 4.4, 4.6, 4.7, 4.13, 4.14
Reader/Writer Notebook and Key Ideas and Details Questions: ongoing
Unit Assessment: online

Grade 7 Curriculum Map
Unit 4 Pacing and Planning Guide
Dates

SpringBoard Activities

Differentiation for Student
Needs

Add dates
and/or
instructional
weeks
based on
the district
calendar.

Add specific Unit 4 activity numbers and
assessments to correspond with the
designated dates of instruction.

Add modification plans to extend
learning or strengthen support based on
identified student needs.

Note that the recommended number of
class periods for each activity can be
found in the “Planning the Unit” section
of the SpringBoard Teacher Edition.

District Expectations and
Opportunities for Additional Instruction
Add specific district expectations here (e.g., benchmark
assessments, required reading/writing tasks, crosscurricular projects or strategies, etc.)
You might consider including SpringBoard Writing
Workshops, Close Reading Workshops, or Literature Circles.
Allow 1-2 weeks for each one added.
Note that adding additional instruction is likely to require
strategic decisions about specific activities or units to
compress or omit.

3/30/15
to 4/3/15

4/6/15 to
4/10/15

4/13/15
to
4/17/15

Quick Review and work on
Embedded Assessment 2 –
Creating a Biographical
Presentation (whole week)
4.1 – Preview the Unit and Unpack
EA 1 (4/6)

Keep a close eye on time. Students must research,
create, and present their work.

4.2 – Using Language for Effect
(4/7 to 4/9)

Mini bio of Langston Hughes:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=inP76rkYUso
Perhaps try to find audio of them to play.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfOxdZfo0gs,
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZ_06r0OGR4,
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NX9tHuI7zVo,

4.3 – Analyzing a Comedic
Monologue (4/10)
4.3 continued (4/13)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tli3NmaGvc

4/20/15
to
4/24/15

4/27/15
to 5/1/15

4.4 – Analyzing and Presenting a
Dramatic Monologue (4/14-4/16)

Divide into six groups and have groups draw
monologue from a hat. Members divide
monologue. Possibly use this as one more example:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5yg0u1MkDI
and
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zuamlBQ2aW4

4.5 – Analyzing and Responding to
Narrative Poetry (4/17)

Start with mini bio:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x387NMCR6w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BefliMlEzZ8
(This one is Christopher Lee with text; there are
also readings by James Earl Jones, Vincent Price,
and Christopher Walken)

4.5 continued (4/20)
4.6 – Transforming a Traditional
Tale (4/21-4/23)

Adapt: If some students have not
presented, put them in a group so
that they are in a situation where
they have to present.

Overview of Roald Dahl:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SLtEzpFoBJQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CkCpx3CE2Q
and of the poem
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pq161aoLQ1A

4.7 – Analyzing and Transforming
“Casey at the Bat” (4/24)
4.7 continued (4/27-4/28)
4.8 – Using Language to Develop
Theme (4/29-5/1)
May omit EA 1 for time. We can grade one of the
monologues they do earlier (modify rubric as
necessary)

5/4/15 to
5/8/15

4.9 – Previewing and unpack EA 2
and Performing Shakespeare
(5/4)
4.10 – Putting on the Mask (5/55/6)

4.11 – Improvisation (5/7-5/8)

5/11/15
to
5/15/15

4.12 – Analyzing and Delivering a
Shakespearean Monologue (5/115/12)
4.13 - Acting for Understanding
(5/13)

5/18/15
to
5/22/15

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7b4B8Db33k
and
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxhMdlfdVM4
Hermione as Bellatrix
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwPIaGKgYik
Mulan transforms into man
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sk8WPQ7CCZo
Mini Shakespeare bio:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=geev441vbMI

Must take time to find the correct time clips for
monologues throughout the next several activities.
The SB recommended edition is $110. Find
youtube clips and map out.

4.14 – Interpreting Character in
Performance (5/14-5/15)
4.15 – Comparing Film and Text
(5/18-5/19)
4.16 – Stage Directions (5/205/21)

5/25/15
to
5/29/15
(5/25 off)
6/1/15 to
6/4/15

4.17 – Exploring Theatrical
Elements (5/22)
4.17 continued (5/26)
EA 2 – Performing a
Shakespearean Dialogue (5/275/29)
EA 2 Continued (6/1)

Final exams

Could show entire Twelfth Night movie, time
permitting.

